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to understand and realize liberty. Liberty is not the
right or chance to do what we choose; there is no such
liberty as that on earth. No man can do as he chooses:
the autocrat of Russia or the King of Dahomey has
limits to his arbitrary will; the savage in the wilderness,
whom some people think free, is the slave of routine,
tradition, and superstitious fears; the civilized man
must earn his living, or take care of his property, or
concede his own will to the rights and claims of his
parents, his wife, his children, and all the persons with
whom he is connected by the ties and contracts of
civilized life.
What we mean by liberty is civil liberty, or liberty
under law; and this means the guarantees of law that a
man shall not be interfered with while using his own
powers for his own welfare. It is, therefore, a civil and
political status; and that nation has the freest institu-
tions in which the guarantees of peace for the laborer
and security for the capitalist are the highest. Liberty,
therefore, does not by any means do away with the
struggle for existence. We might as well try to do
away with the need of eating, for that would, in effect,
be the same thing. What civil liberty does is to turn
the competition of man with man from violence and
brute force into an industrial competition under which
men vie with one another for the acquisition of material
goods by industry, energy, skill, frugality, prudence,
temperance, and other industrial virtues. Under this
changed order of things the inequalities are not done
away with- Nature still grants her rewards of having
and enjoying, according to our being and doing, but
it is now the man of the highest training and not
the man of the heaviest fist who gains the highest
reward. It is impossible that the man with capital